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Village Voice

Scaling New Heights 
Wakehurst’s Director Tony Sweeney is on top of the world as the UK’s tallest living Christmas tree reaches 36.60 metres 

No stranger to being up in the air, having bungee jumped recently from 134 meters (440 feet), Wakehurst’s new Director, Tony Sweeney, 
has never been this far up a tree before!  The Giant Redwood tree at Wakehurst is the UK’s tallest living Christmas tree and has been lit 
for the past 23 years to celebrate the festive season.  It takes a team of Wakehurst arboriculturalists, suspended from ropes and two cherry 
pickers from dawn until dusk to put up over 1,800 LED bulbs.  

On the 4th of December the lights will be switched on and mark the start of  Wakehurst’s annual ticketed Glow Wild Lantern Festival and 
it will then stay on over Christmas until the twelfth night from 6am-8am and 3.30pm-12midnight every afternoon. 

The Christmas tree is one of Wakehurst’s great survivors, weathering the Great Storm of 1987 and many other gales since, including the 
more recent gusty conditions of Storm Barney earlier this month, which meant that Wakehurst had to postpone the lighting and re-
measuring.   

“I’m delighted to be here at Wakehurst right near the top of up such a magnificent tree”, said Tony  “The tree is approximately 120 years 
old and its’ new height measures 120 feet and ninety-four inches on average making it appear that it has grown a foot a year.  In reality 
when the tree is young it grows more quickly and then slows down as it ages, but the new height shows the tree 
has great vitality and that it will continue to grow at an impressive rate for many more years to come!  I’m looking 
forward to growing Wakehurst alongside it”  

Each year the tree provides a beacon for planes coming into Gatwick Airport. and the tree which sits proudly on 
one of the highest points of the High Weald landscape will soon be lit up and seen again from across the valleys.
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Dates For Your Diary 
Please note that the village calendar is on www.ardingly.org.  Should you have an 
event to add, contact the Parish Clerk 

1st Dec       Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm 

3rd Dec       Cinema at Hapstead Hall, film Mr. Holmes, 7:30pm, 
       doors open 7:00pm.  Complimentary mince pies 

5th Dec       Christmas Fayre, Hapstead Hall 1 - 4:30pm 

       Lighting of Oak tree to follow 

5th-6th Dec  South of England Winter Fair 

5th Jan       Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm 

2nd Feb       Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm

Message From Our Parish Council Chairman 
Welcome to the final edition of the Village Voice for 2015.   It 
seems a long time ago now that we had our village fete - and it 
was certainly a lot warmer.   It was another successful event not 

least because Luna won 4th prize at the 
dog show!  We will be holding it on 
September 11th next year, so please 
mark it in your diary.  And if you want 
to have a  stall, remember it’s free of 
charge, so please do let us know. 

Although it hasn’t been a headline 
grabbing year for the Parish Council, 
there has been a lot going on.  Long term projects that have been 
completed include the creation of culverts on the causeway on 
the reservoir to remove the ‘lakes' that appear on the road during 
very wet weather as well as some deep drainage works at 
Brickyard cottages (just next to the Koorana Centre) which had 
suffered from flooding for many years due to a blocked drain.  It’s 
great to see these works completed.   

Currently the council is looking at how we should refurbish the 
Cricket Pavilion which is in much need of some TLC and we’re 
doing some work to the playground equipment to ensure 
everything is working properly and is safe.   We have been 
working toward establishing the speed watch service and with our 
PCSO’s commitment to make this happen we think we will have 
positive news in 2016.   Separately we have been speaking to 
several suppliers of bus services to see if we could organise a new 
service, but we cannot find someone that can provide us with 
buses at the right times for the right price.  On a more positive 
note, the Allotment Association has made fantastic progress, so do 
drop down and take a look at the transformation. 

Finally, we are in the process of establishing a list of volunteers in 
the village who can help out in emergencies and in need, so 
please look out for that on the website www.ardingly.org.  And if 
you believe you could help out from first aid to clearing roads, 
please let us know. 

I look forward to the Christmas fair at Hapstead Hall at the start of 
the month and please do come along to the turning on of the 
lights on the Oak tree which will happen straight after the fair 

Wishing you a happy end of year!

Mince Pies & Music Festivities for Seniors 
The annual ‘Mince Pies and Music’ hosted by Ardingly College 
has been set for 4th December.  There will be a pick up from 
Hapstead Hall and Priceholme at 10am and should you need to 
make other transportation arrangements, please contact Gesa 
Paulfeierborn on 01444 893014 or events@ardingly.com.    
Please do also RSVP so that she can plan enough mince pies for 
everyone!  Many thanks to Ardingly College for sharing the festive 
spirit!

Waste Freighter Busy In Ardingly 
The Parish Council were pleased to see that the Waste Freighter 
was put to good use on the visit to the village on the 11th 
October. with over 200 visits to 
the lorry in the car park 

Particular thanks should go to 
Honor Mansell for all her great 
work in making this happen 
and to the two crew on the 
f re igh te r a s they he lped 
villagers with their waste.   

The Parish Council has just agreed to pay for two visits of the 
freighter in 2016 - one in the spring and one in the autumn, so 
keep an eye out for dates.  Please make sure to make good use of 
the service and if you need help carrying items to the freighter, 
please contact the Parish Clerk and we will arrange volunteers to 
help you.

Mid Sussex Times Village Column 
Do you have an event in the village to advertise, or a club or 
society that have regular meetings?  Then don't forget you can 
contact Kina Aloof with details of your event and she will submit 
this to the Mid Sussex Times for insertion into the Ardingly Village 
Column in the Village News section.  Many thanks to Karen 
Adams who has recently passed on the job to Kina who can be 
contacted at kinaaloof@gmx.co.uk.  Please note you will need to 
give ideally a week's notice for articles to be included and the 
paper comes out every Thursday.  Kina looks forward to hearing 
from you soon with your news! 

Traffic Slowing Gaining Pace 
We now have a new highways Officer, Richard Speller at West 
Sussex County Council so things are starting to move for the 
Ardingly Traffic Calming Project. 

The aims of the project are to manage traffic, improve pedestrian 
safety and improve the village streetscape without having a 
negative impact on the village. 

We are looking at village gateways, reducing the speed limits 
approaching the village (buffer zones),  pedestrian crossings and 
the removal of central white lines. 

What are your thoughts?  What kind of gateways to the village 
would you like to see?  Have you been to a village and thought  
‘Wow, this looks great’? 

Over the next few months we will have a Speed Indicating 
Device in Ardingly so we can get proof of the speed people travel 
through the village. 

So watch this space for some progress at last!!!!!

Refurbished ‘Best Kept Village’ Sign 
Hopefully you will all have noticed the 
return of the Best Kept Village sign on the 
green near Hapstead Hall and how smart it 
is now looking.   

The sign has undergone a refurbishment 
with thanks to Ardingly College, who have 
been working on the sign over the summer 
and it has now been returned to its original 
location looking wonderful.   

Wakehurst kindly donated a post and the 
Parish Council wish to express their thanks 
to Ardingly College for the work they have 
done and to Wakehurst Place. 

http://www.ardingly.org
http://www.ardingly.org
mailto:kinaaloof@gmx.co.uk
mailto:kinaaloof@gmx.co.uk
mailto:events@ardingly.com
mailto:events@ardingly.com
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School Notes  
The start of term seems like a distant 
memory as it has been a busy few weeks 
for the staff and pupils of St. Peter’s!  
Twenty new children have been welcomed 
into Reception who, along with our new 
Deputy Headteacher, Music and Modern 
Foreign Language teacher and Teaching 
Assistant, have joined the rest of the school to embark upon 
another year of fantastic learning.  

Whilst our younger pupils are ‘Braving the Elements’ exploring 
the weather and their local area, our older pupils are being 
enticed by the Egyptians!  Visitors to our website may have read 
that driven by St. Peter’s keys, we strive to unlock the potential 

inside every child.  Through our ‘menu of 
opportunity’ approach to the curriculum, 
teachers often plan ‘hands-on’ opportunities to 
explore learning beyond the classroom walls 
including the arts, technology, visits and 
visitors.  Just this term some of our pupils have 

investigated the 
v i l l a g e , m a d e 
l a n t e r n s f o r 
Wakehurst’s Glow 
Wi ld Fe s t iva l , 
w e l c o m e d 
members of West Sussex Fire and Rescue, visited the Brighton 
Museum and journeyed to the Isle of Wight!  

As a member of both Mid Sussex Active (MSA) and North East 
Area Rural School (NEARS) Sports Partnerships it doesn’t stop 
there.  There are also plenty of sporting opportunities for St. 
Peter’s pupils.  Handball, football, netball and cross-country 
running have brought a range of achievements for both teams and 
individuals this term.  Another significant achievement was our 
recent success being awarded the Gold Sainsbury's School 
Games Mark in recognition for our commitment to, and the 
development of, sport and competition across the school.  

Following the sports theme, one of the biggest projects that got 
underway at school last academic year was the refurbishment of 
the playground.  In the last week of term the children witnessed 
the official opening of our new multi-goals and when returning 
after the holidays, a new climbing frame was ready for action!  In 
support of the next phase, the Friends of St. Peter’s School 
(FOSPS) and School Council recently held a sponsored Pyjama 

Fun Run at the recreation 
ground where the children 
raised a fantastic £1,338.80!  
T h i s w i l l g o t o w a r d 
resurfacing and remarking 
the playground.  If you, or 
someone you know, may be 
interested in supporting us 

with this project, please contact the school office. 

It would not be right to end this report without further mentioning 
the generosity of families at St. Peter’s.  Not only have we been 
raising funds for the school but in partnership with St. Peter’s 
Church, a real crop of gifts were sent to Crawley Openhouse 
following our Harvest Festival service.  Twenty seven shoeboxes 
were collected for the Link to Hope charity.  And other visitors 
were Tom Okino and supporters of Imara-Uganda Education 
Fund.  This charity has previously been supported by the School 
Council raising funds for the Abia Primary School and scholarship 
programme in Uganda.  We hope to strengthen this link in the 
future and seek to include the local community.   

I look forward to welcoming many of you to St. Peter’s and 
sharing more about the school soon. 

Mr J. Savage 
Headteacher

Pre-School Notes 
Pre-School is very excited to be welcoming 
a new member of staff this term!  We all 
wish Miss Tiffin good luck in her new role 
with us.  It's a great time to be starting as 
we are about to embark on the celebration 
of Christmas.  In the coming weeks, we 
will be studying the nativity story as well as 

putting on our annual play.  Amongst all the celebrations will be a 
party complete with full Christmas dinner followed by a visit from 
a special chap in red bearing presents!!  

As happy as we are to have a new member of staff in our team, we 
are very sorry to be saying goodbye to Mrs Rickard who has 
helped to make Pre-School such a fun and loving place for our 
children.  She will be missed by all but we wish her the very best 
in her new adventures.  

Future events for us include a stall at the village Christmas Fayre 
on 5th December and we will also be organising an evening out 
for all parents to celebrate making it through the term!  Details 
will be advertised at Pre-School, on our Facebook page (for 
parents only) and in our box at Hapstead Hall, so keep an eye out. 

Contact: Sophie Koziarski, Chair, St Peter’s Pre-School 
Committee Tel: 07764606685 Email: pskoziarski@googlemail.com 

Maribel de Haro, Supervisor  Tel: 07969890907, Email: info@st-
peters-preschool-ardingly.org
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The Ardingly Village Voice is published by  

the Ardingly Parish Council 

Please submit all content to VillageVoice.Ardingly@gmail.com 
for our Spring issue by 8th February 2016.  Should you have an 
advertising inquiry please email or call 01444 891 520 to 
discuss.  Many thanks to everyone who supports or contributes! 

Margaret Meldrum, Editor

mailto:VillageVoice.Ardingly@gmail.com
mailto:pskoziarski@googlemail.com
mailto:info@st-peters-preschool-ardingly.org
mailto:pskoziarski@googlemail.com
mailto:info@st-peters-preschool-ardingly.org
mailto:VillageVoice.Ardingly@gmail.com
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Rebecca is a local Physiotherapist with over 10 
years’ NHS and private healthcare experience.  
Rebecca prefers to see clients in their own 
homes to fully assess function in their own 
environment.  
Examples of the treatments offered: 

• Treatment and management of joint pain 

• Rehabilitation following knee/hip surgery 

• Improving mobility and balance 

• Promotion of independence following  
   illness 

• Mobility assessments in nursing /  
   residential homes 

Please do not hesitate to contact Rebecca if 
you have questions or would like to discuss 
individual circumstances.

tel: 07572107064 

email: rebecca@flintphysiotherapy.co.uk 
www.flintphysiotherapy.co.uk

Flint Physiotherapy

Ardingly Solar Car Crosses Finish Line In 
Sixth Place In Epic Bridgestone World Solar 
Challenge 
A team of Ardingly College students  has become the first ever 
European school to enter and complete the epic World Solar 

Challenge, a 3,000 km race across 
Australia’s so-called Red Centre in a 
vehicle powered by the heat from the sun.  
After six  gruelling days in a car designed 
and built by a team of over 100 school 
pupils over the last three years, they 
covered the course from Darwin to 
Adelaide and earned sixth place in the 
cruiser class. 

“It’s a bit less cloudy than Sussex, where our school, Ardingly 
College is based,” said a sweltering Matt Price (18) one of the 
five intrepid competitors, at the end of the mammoth journey. 
His team-mate James Price (no relation) said: We’ve made it! It’s 
been a once-in-a-lifetime experience for all involved.”  

The  team has  balanced GCSE, A Levels and the International 
Baccalaureate whilst working round-the-clock to build what has 
been described as “a phenomenal feat of engineering” – the 
creation of their own Cruiser class Solar Electric Vehicle (EV).  

The modified Lotus 7 chassis was fitted with a custom-built 
composite shell and 24% efficient Silicon Photovoltaic solar 
panels. It needed to comply with 366 regulations, or risk 
exclusion from the world’s ultimate solar marathon. 

The drivers faced all sorts of hazards on their 3000 km trip, 
including   stability problems, a mechanical fire, being pulled 
over by the police and taking a wrong turn. 

Ardingly’s  drivers were  Mechanics Manager Holly Hill (17), 
from Houston, Texas; Media Manager James Price (18), Luke 
Smith (18) and Henry Hinder (18), all from Sussex.   Team 
Manager Matt Price (17), also from Sussex, completed the 
support team.   A BBC reporter followed the team and reported 
on their success on Newsbeat and BBC's technology 
programme, Click. 

The  Ardingly Solar project received over £100,000 worth of 
financial and practical support from industry and  sponsors.  
These include DHL, McLaren, GTR, Time24, Elekta, NTCadcam 
and Lincoln Binns, whose CEO John Binns has been the team’s 
‘Mentor in Industry’.  The students themselves had to approach 
companies and win the sponsorship.   

Ardingly’s Head of Science and project supervisor Dr 
Andrew Spiers says the three-year task transported industry into 
the classroom, helped pupils recognize the imperatives of 
sustainable transport, understand the importance of green 
technologies, learn above and beyond the curriculum, acquire 
new skills in business, design and manufacture and, above all, 
“it has empowered students to make a difference.”

New Name, New Hours - Cosy Cafe 
Jo, the current owner, reports; 
“It has been almost two years 
since we re-opened the door of 
The Gallery Cafe on 1 Street 
Lane.  Since then the cafe has 
gone from strength to strength.  
During this time we enjoyed 
becoming part of the Ardingly 

Community and beyond.  Many 
of our customers commented on how cosy the little cafe was.  
This gave us an idea to change it to a more suitable name of 
‘Cosy Cafe’!  Hope you will support us in our decision.  

Besides day to day running of the cafe, we offer regular supper 
club evenings once a month.  We also sell a selection of 
unique cards, old time prints of the local and surrounding 
areas, paintings by Rebecca Harrington and some other gift 
items. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
custom and endless support!  If you have not been in yet, 
please come and be served by myself or my lovely trainee Milly 
Anderson, who 
proved to be 
very capable 
young lady.  

Please note we 
extended our 
trading hours: 

DAILY 
9:30am - 
3:30pm

mailto:rebecca@flintphysiotherapy.co.uk
http://www.flintphysiotherapy.co.uk
mailto:rebecca@flintphysiotherapy.co.uk
http://www.flintphysiotherapy.co.uk
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Ardingly Parish Council and Ardingly College 
 IT help drop in sessions 
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Would&you&like&help&to&get&connected?&
Are&you&aged&50&plus&and&living&in&Ardingly&or&nearby?&

&
Then come along to Ardingly College on a Monday afternoon where students will help 
you find the best ways to get connected to your friends and family via the internet or a 
mobile device. They can help set-up online shopping, including finding the best deals.  
If you have a laptop, tablet or mobile phone, please bring it along. If you do not the 
students will be able to show you what is available, at what price and what they can do.  
 

When is this happening?  
Every Monday for 6 weeks from 2nd November, 1.45 – 3pm. 

Just turn up, (there will be directions to where you should go from the main entrance) 
there is no charge and refreshments will also be provided. It is expected that that the 
last session of the term, on Monday 7th December will be just a little Christmassy! 
!
!

You can book a parking place close to the room where the sessions are taking place.  
If you cannot get to the College yourself, transport in the school minibus may also be 

available. To arrange these please leave a message on 01444 242760 or email 
anita@msopc.org.uk.  
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Ardingly Cricket Club 2015 Review 
2015 was another enjoyable season for the village cricket club. 

For the first time I remember 
not a single league game was 
lost to rain and we maintained 
our average crowd of 3 (as 
long as Wes wasn't fishing). 

The 1st team finished 3rd in 
Division 2 of the Stoner Mid 
Sussex League.  This is our 

highest league finish for at least 
15 years and a credit to those who played.  Immi Ahamed batted 
with characteristic violence and grace and all round there were 
some fantastic contributions with bat and ball throughout the 
team. Church Lane's very own Rory Fleming along with Mark 
Williams routed Poynings in the highlight of the season in June 
and we chased 240 to win at home against Hurstpierpoint in 
August. These wins were against very good village teams and 
shows how far we have come since the dark days of the early 
2000s. 

The 2nd team also had a good year, winning more than they lost 
and finishing 3rd in division 5.  Promotion next season we hope. 
Sam Nurse and Toby Silverman were joint skippers and did an 
excellent job in their first season.  Next year we will have a 
number of under 13s who will be able to play in the 2nd team, as 
well as a number of returning regulars, so we are optimistic. 

The junior section had 45 members aged between 7 and 13 and 
the evening training sessions at the rec were as enjoyable as ever. 
The under 12 team finished 4th in their league and it is noticeable 
that we are stronger than most clubs and villages of our size.  We 
urgently need some more help with running training and 
managing the junior teams in 2016 so please contact Nick May if 
you are able to help out.   

We have a Sunday team which is run jointly with Highbrook and 
Brookhouse CC and Sunday friendly cricket remains embedded in 
our fixture list. 

Ardingly CC is firmly rooted in the village.  We drink in the 
Ardingly Inn or the Legion after matches and the social element of 
the club is an important part of our summer.  A good number 
of  players in both teams live in Ardingly or have close family ties 
to the village.  

We are always seeking new players. Ideally you will have recent 
1st class experience , but failing that we are always keen to hear 
from anyone who would like to join us!  

Contact Nick May on ardinglymays@hotmail.com

Winter is Coming, Be Prepared… 
The Emergency Planning Committee meet around this time of year 
to discuss winter management issues within the village.  We have 
already organised checking and topping up of the salt bins in 
readiness for winter.  Please note some of the important points 
that you can do should we have a significant snowfall event.  

• Keep an eye out for any elderly or vulnerable neighbours’ 
during cold spells, 
make sure they 
are well, warm 
and have food 
supplies. 

• Please use the 
salt provided in 
s a l t b i n s f o r 
pavements and 
public roads.  It is 
not intended for private driveways. 

• Keep reasonable stocks of food in the house, to avoid 
unnecessary journeys. 

• If you move snow, try to move it to porous surfaces such as a 
grass verge or garden 

• For school closures contact West Sussex County Council 
www.westsussex.gov.uk or 01243 777100 

• In the event of a power failure contact 0800 783 8866 

We are once again working with HHTCIC who will help refill our 
grit bins.  We would like to thank The South of England 
Showground who has provided an area for us to store our salt 
supplies, which they have been kind enough to do for several 
years.   

Full details of Ardingly Parish Council Winter Management Plan 
can be found at www.ardingly.org/parish-council/emergency-
winter-plans/.  Mid Sussex District Council also have further 
information on their website www.midsussex.gov.uk/environment/
6604.htm

Technology Tips for Ardingly 
For the past three weeks 
Ardingly College, with the 
support of the Parish Council 
and Mid Sussex Older People’s 
Council, having been running a 
workshop for people to get 
help with  any IT problems 
from how to turn on the device 
to how to FaceTime your grand 
children, to how to buy music 
from Itunes! 

Residents have been enjoying 
one to one tuition on any aspect of computing they need help 
with in a great environment with a cup of tea and biscuits thrown 
in.  It has been great to see students building up a rapport with 
their ‘pupils’ and really engaging in the problems presented to 
them. 

Anyone is very welcome to join in, you don’t have to be an 
Ardingly resident.  Come and join these drop in sessions Mondays 
1.45 -3pm at the college and understand all of the tools you have.

http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/environment/6604.htm
mailto:ardinglymays@hotmail.com
mailto:ardinglymays@hotmail.com
http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/environment/6604.htm
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Opera t ion Wate r shed - 
Complete 
Ardingly Parish Council can advise that 
the Operation Watershed project on the 
causeway road along the reservoir has 
been completed and the installed gullies 
will be able to assist with the flooding 
issues that have occurred on this road for 
sometime now.   

The work at Brickyard Cottages commenced in September and, 
after some extra difficulties, is now complete.  

The Operation Watershed project has been a great opportunity 
for Ardingly Parish Council to complete some projects within the 
Parish to assist with flood resilience by improving drainage works 
in these locations.

!

!

!

!

!
ABIPDT 

Mid Sussex Dog Training School 
Dog Training/Puppy Classes 

www.midsussexdogtrainingschool.co.uk 
07791 661301 

Kennel Club Listed 
Member APDT 00563 

Mrs M Burr 
Member KCAI 

 

Join us to train 
your dog and have 
fun at the same 

time 
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Borde Hill Lane Water Main Upgrade 
After 11 bursts in five years South East Water is planning a project 
to upgrade 1.3 kilometres of old pipe in Borde Hill Lane to 
reduce the risk of homes and business in the area going without 
tap water in the future. 

Currently the pipe transports 288,000 litres of water daily to 
properties in the Haywards Heath area, but is coming to the end 
of its operational life and needs to be replaced. 

Chris Love, Delivery Manager at South East Water, said: “It is 
unacceptable to us that homes and businesses go without water 
when the pipe bursts which is why we plan to upgrade the pipe 
in the New Year. 

“The safety of the public and our workforce is our number one 
priority and because the road is already highly congested with 
utilities, the only space that remains is in the centre of the road 
and therefore Borde Hill Lane will be closed to through traffic for 
the duration of the project.” 

The work will be taking place between the junction of Copyhold 
Lane and a point 400 metres north of River’s Road, just south of 
Upper Rylands Bridge. 

Access to all businesses along Borde Hill Lane, such as Borde 
Hill Garden, will be maintained at all times. 

Work starts on 11 January and will last approximately 18 weeks. 
The diversion route will be clearly sign posted. 

Chris continued: “I would like to apologise for the disruption this 
work will cause, but hope motorists and the local community 
understand the long term benefits this scheme will deliver.” 

A special page has been created on 
the South East Water website which 
will be regularly updated with 

scheme news: www.southeastwater.co.uk/haywardsheath

http://www.southeastwater.co.uk/haywardsheath
http://www.southeastwater.co.uk/haywardsheath
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South Of  England 
Society Notes 

They Think It’s All 
Over – Not Quite! 
It’s been another busy year, 
but before we all relax or 
collapse into Christmas, we 
a r e g e t t i n g t h e 

Showground ready for our brand new magical Winter 
Fair that launches on Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th 
December.  So, after you’ve been to the Ardingly 
Chistmas Fayre on Saturday, please drop in and 
share some Christmas cheer with us. 

There will be lots of new additions to the 
wonderful array of traditional food and drink 
including real reindeer, a magical Santa’s 
grotto, award-winning street entertainment 
from Jason Maverick as Ice Man and comedy 
from Matt Pang.  There’ll be music from the Bug 
Bar DJ and 1920s, 30s and 40s tunes from 
Harry’s Tricks, so the atmosphere will be warm 
and welcoming for all ages.  And, with ample free 
parking, everyone can relax and enjoy the start of the 
festive season.  Shoppers will be able to select from an 

abundance of preserves 
and patés, delicious local 
pies, Christmas puds, 
c a k e s a n d t e m p t i n g 
chocolate. 

We have an expanded gift 
and greeting marquee 
attached to the Queen’s 
J u b i l e e H a l l a n d a 
tantalising new Artisan & 
Street Food Market, run by 
the successful team at 
Food Rocks , o f fe r ing 
delicious treats appealing 
to families and foodies 

alike.

Fencing & Decking 
Paths, Patios & Driveways 
Bricklaying & Pointing 
Rockeries & Ponds 
Turfing 
Pressure Washing

Tree Surgery 
Hedge Cutting 

Stump Grinding 
Pruning & Planting 

Supply of Logs 
Leaf Clearance
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Children under 16 can 
e n t e r f o r f r e e 
(accompan ied by a 
paying adult) and can 
take part in the Heart FM 
‘Reindeer Round Up’ 
competition, hosted by 
Heart Angels with the 
chance to win a family 
t icket to this year ’s 

f a n t a s t i c R o ya l 
Pav i l ion Ice 

R i n k i n 
Brighton and our own Spring Garden & Leisure 

Show May 2016. 

Doors Open daily at 9am and close at 5pm.  
Admission: Society members and children 
u n d e r 1 6 y e a r s a r e F R E E ( w h e n 
accompanied by a paying adult). Adults £5. 
Senior citizens and students £4.  Tickets can 
be bought on the gate.  FREE parking.   

On behalf of all the team at the Showground 
and everyone involved with the South of 

England Agricultural Society, I hope you have 
enjoyed taking part in some of the events taking 

place at the Showground this year and I would like 
to thank you for your continued support and patience 

and wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year.  
We look forward to seeing you in 2016. 

Iain Nicol 
Chief Executive Officer

Help At Hand For The Holidays 
Fellows Bakery will be having a tasting 
day on Saturday 5th December to offer 
an opportunity to try the current range 
of baked goods and variety of new 
products which have been added in the 
last 12 months in preparation for the 
holidays.  Not only will there be a 
variety of artisan breads, but there will 
also be their own locally sourced 
cheeses, oils, dressings, chutneys, 
mayos and sauces.  There will also be 
examples of this year’s seasonal specialities. 

As usual, Fellows will be taking advance orders for the festive 
season for collection up to and including Christmas Eve.  On 
Christmas Eve the shop will be open until 2:00pm for the 
collection of orders.  In early December keep an eye out for 
order forms distributed through your post box, but you can also 
order directly through the shop.  Please provide a minimum of 
three days notice for orders to be collected in the Christmas week 
(21st thru 24th) and one weeks notice for large orders (20 items 
or more).  They will be making their usual range of conventional 
and artisan breads and cakes, plus a number of seasonal specials 
including mince pies, Christmas cakes, bread rings and trees and 
various novelty items.  Should you need anything specifically, 
they are always happy to talk to you in the shop. 

In the lead up to the holidays, there will also be a charity raffle 
for a large and beautiful chocolate Father Christmas made by a 
rather special chocolatier they hope to introduce next year.  
Proceeds will go to the Parkinson's UK Mid Sussex Branch 
Charity  Please inquire in the shop for details. 

And Finally, “Fellows would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all 
our wonderful loyal and supportive customers.  It has been an 
absolute pleasure serving you during 2015 and we look forward 
to more developments in the shop in the coming year.  If you 
have any ideas or suggestions on how we could improve then 
please let us know.  We are all ears!”   

David, Melanie and all the Fellows’ staff
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Station Taxis

01444
230 230

Burgess Hill

01444
410 410
Haywards Heath

Local Telephone Numbers ( 01444 ) 
EDUCATION 

Angels & Urchins Toddler Group 892 332 
Ardingly Activity Centre 892 549 
Ardingly College 893 000 
Ardingly College Music School 893 271 
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School 892 314 
St. Peter's Pre-School   07969 890907 

WORSHIP 
St. Peter's Anglican Church 892 332 

SHOPS 
Fellows Bakery 892 257 
COSY Cafe (recently renamed) 891 828 
Gatwick Scuba 891 402 
Peking Chef Takeaway 892 333 
Post Office 892 201 
SF Tailoring                                                          07949 707283 
Studio 5 Hairdressers 892 602 

MEDICAL 
Lindfield Medical Centre 484 056 

SPORTS 
Ardingly Activity Centre 892 549 
Badminton Club 892 064 
Cricket Club 892 012 
Football Club 891 010 
Short Mat Bowls 892 558 
Swimming Club 892 113 
Tennis Club 892 064 
Tennis Courts for Hire 892 457 

SOCIAL / HOBBIES  
Ardingly Country Market 892 147 
Ardingly History Society 483 363 
Ardingly Horticultural Society 892 007 
Ardingly Twinning Association 892 012 
Ardingly Village Club 892 457 
Ardingly Women’s Institute 892 717 
Ardingly British Legion 892 313 
Housebound Reader Service 891 235 
JK Theatre Arts                                                      07504 059640 
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall 810 295 
South of England Agricultural Society  892 700 
Tanzen Dance Academy                                      01342 321982 
Wakehurst Place 894 066 

YOUTH GROUPS 
Ardingly Beavers 892 769 
Ardingly Cubs 892 769 
Ardingly Guides 892 717 
Ardingly Rainbows & Brownies 892 717 
Ardingly Scouts 892 769 
St. Peter's Church Children's Activities 892 346 
Ardingly Youth Club 891 716 

CHARITIES 
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association 892 431 
NSPCC 892 692 

PUBS 
Ardingly Inn 892 214 
Gardeners Arms 892 328 

HALLS for HIRE 
Hapstead Hall, Mrs Caroline Steer                       07565 098312 
                                                    clerkhapsteadhall@gmail.com 
Cricket Pavilion 226 209 
St. Peter’s Church Centre 416 707 
                                                                    carol@catmill.co.uk 
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall 810 295 

POLICE - Local PCSO 0845 60 70 999  EXT. 21909

Your Councillors 
Will Meldrum: (Chair) 
willmeldrum@yahoo.com or 891 520 

Mick Brixey: (Vice Chair) 
mickbrixey@btinternet.com or  
892 245 

Jonathan Aloof: 
jonathanaloof@tiscali.co.uk or  
892 793  
Rowena Chalk: 
rowenachalk@gmail.com or 892 206 

Pam Dennis: pamela@dennisfamily.co.uk or 892 692 
Rob Lawson: rob.bonny@btinternet.com or 892 515 
Ken Monk: kenandbarbara55@yahoo.co.uk or 892 857 
Stuart Noel: stuartjcnoel@hotmail.com or 07903 311808 
Fiona Rocks: fmumme@aol.com or 891 716 
Brian Strutton: bwstrutton@gmail.com or 891 348 
Derek Stutchbury: dstutchbury@hotmail.co.uk or 892 975
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Profi le on Council lor   
Pam Dennis 
I moved to Ardingly over 30 years ago 
from Lindfield where my husband and 
I had a house.  We had lived abroad 
for many years in Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Indonesia, Paris, Djibouti 
and in Wellington, NZ.   We bought 
our house in Ardingly as a place to 
retire as it is such a beautiful area. 

I have now been on the Parish Council 
for over 20 years - although I have not 
been on the council the longest - that 
honour goes to Ken Monk.  Over the 
years I have seen our community 
developing and growing.  One of the things that worries me the 
most is that we grow too rapidly and too large and lose our 
unique village feel.   

I am most concerned about changes to public services that make 
it harder for those who do not own a car.  Recently I have been 
working hard to try to help secure improved bus services to and 
from Haywards Heath following the cessation of the 85 bus; we 
also used to have a prescription service and a library service 
although it was great to see the return of the Sunday freighter for 
those that cannot take all their refuse to the dump.  Conversely I 
also worry that we do not have enough parking in the centre of 
the village which makes it difficult to attract people to events and 
our local shops. 

Outside of the Parish Council, I am an active member of the 
NSPCC, helping to raise funds to support vulnerable children, as 
well as the WI and the church.  My other interests are the 
Lindfield Dramatic Society, the National Association of 
Decorative & Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS) and the University of 
the Third Age (U3A) which keeps me busy and always learning 
new things.
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