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Merry Christmas…
And A Taste Of  
Things To Come At 
Wakehurst 
Wakehurst has had a positive and 
exciting year and, as it draws to a close, 
we would like to thank everyone in 
Ardingly and the surrounding area for 
their continued support. 

We would particularly like to thank 
those who have become Friends of 
Wakehurst.  Your subscription of £25 
per year means we are able to keep our 
botanic garden, nature reserve and 
Millennium Seed Bank open for people 
to enjoy all year round. 

This year we were delighted to have 
welcomed 30,000 more visitors than 
during 2015.  We received nearly 
250,000 visitors from January 2016 
through to the end of November. 

Our events – Wild Food Festival, 
Woodland Banquet, Picnic in the 
Paddock, Bountiful Botanics, and Glow 
Wild, our winter lantern festival – have 
gone from strength to strength, with 
na ture , sc ience and educa t ion 
underpinning everything we do.  The 
opening of our Coronation Meadow in 
July was also a memorable date in the 
calendar. 

Glow Wild is the jewel in our crown of 
ticketed events and we are looking 
forward to welcoming more than 
25,000 visitors, over nine nights, this 
December.  

Tony Sweeney, Wakehurst’s director 
said that as well continuing with its events calendar and the popular half-term activities for children, Wakehurst’s landscape will be 
taken in clear and strong direction by its new Head of Landscape and Horticulture, Ed Ikin.  Ed has been reviewing the topography 
throughout the year and plans to accentuate and intensify all that is good at Wakehurst.  This will be done through denser, more 
diverse planting or by rigorous cutting back, to ensure that the most significant plants and trees have a chance to thrive.

With many thanks to our sponsor: Wakehurst Place

Continued on Page 2
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Dates For Your Diary 
Please note that the village calendar is on www.ardingly.org.  
Should you have an event to add, contact the Parish Clerk 
3rd December Christmas Fayre at Hampstead Hall, 1pm to  
  4.30pm, Father Christmas visiting between  
  1.30pm and 4pm.  So come along and enjoy the 
  festive stalls with friends and family

  Carols Under the Ardingly Oak Tree 5:30 with 
  free minced pies and mulled wine 

3rd & 4th Dec. South of England Winter Fair, Showground, 9am 
  to 5pm Saturday and 9am to 4pm Sunday, Adults 
  £5; Seniors £4; Children under 16 & Members 
  FREE

6th December Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm

9th December Mince Pies and Music for Senior Villagers,  
  Ardingly College Music School, 10am-11:45, 
  free to all and transportation from village

3rd January Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm

TBC January Cinema at Hapstead Hall, film: ‘A Street Cat  
  Named Bob’ at 7:30pm; doors open 7:00pm for 
  bar and tkts £6 

Message From Our Parish Council 
This year seems to have flown by, it’s always a reminder that 
winter is upon us when the lights go up on the tree at Wakehurst. 
The Parish Council who, as part of a wider campaign to promote 
the work Parish Councils do in the community, had a stand at the 
South Of England Show and the Village Fete.  At both events it 
was good to meet so many of our newer residents along with 
many familiar faces. 

I was lucky enough to be invited to the Garden Party at 
Priceholme in September where guests were treated to some great 
music and a wonderful spread of food provided by the friendly 
residents and management team. Its a living tribute to the 
generosity of the late Sir Henry Price and the volunteers who give 
their time to help keep it in such good order. 

Melanie Bunn and Barbara Monk were recognised for their work 
in the Community at the Mid Sussex District Council Community 
Service Awards ceremony held at Ravenswood this year.  The 
Parish Council felt this year we should show our appreciation to 
Melanie who with partner Master Baker David have turned the 
Bakers into an asset any village would be proud to have, carrying 
on the long tradition of Master Bakers on the site.  Their speciality 
breads and great cakes have lifted them into a class of their own. 
Anyone who has lived in the village for any length of time will 
know of the great many contributions Barbara makes to village 
life.  I was going to list them but I don’t think there’s room on the 
page. 

 The Village Fete goes from strength to strength, Will Meldrum and 
his team have made it a date to watch out for.  In 2017, the 
addition of the fun run organised by Phil, our super fit village post 
master, and his partner Kim was a huge success that hopefully 
will grow into an annual event. 

Rachel Jarvis our Responsible Finance Officer has had to stand 
down for personal reasons and we now have on  board Stephanie 
Sparks who will take over the role going forward.  

I hope as many of you as possible will support the Hapstead Hall 
Christmas fayre on the 3rd of December and later in the day join 
in the carol service with mince pies and mulled wine under the 
Oak tree, both events organised by the charity that runs Hapstead 
Hall.

Mick Brixey  
Chair, Ardingly Parish Council
www.Ardingly.org / Twitter: @ArdinglyParishC

The Ardingly Village Voice is published by  
the Ardingly Parish Council 

Please submit all content to villagevoice.ardingly@gmail.com 
for our Spring issue by February 13th 2017.  Should you have an 
advertising inquiry please email or call 01444 891 520 to 
discuss.  Many thanks to everyone who supports or contributes! 

Margaret Meldrum, Editor

Continued From Cover…
First on the agenda for restoration in early January is West Wood 
Valley, where the plan is to peel back the lower canopies so 
vegetation on the valley floor can flourish.  It will also allow 
stunning views of the High Weald to emerge.  This is a large scale 
project and visitors will enjoy being able to see diggers, tree 
climbers and aboriculturists carrying out their work. 

We very much look forward to welcoming you to Wakehurst 
throughout 2017.  Drop into our reception to see what we have 
to offer or go to www.kew.org/visit-wakehurst.

Village Fete Was The Perfect Way To Celebrate 
The End Of  Summer
The annual Village Fete was marked by a perfect summer’s day.  
Villagers came out to enjoy the weather and fun was had by all 
with lots of stands, a fantastic dog show, sausages and High 

Weald Ale.   

The first annual fun 
run was a g r ea t 
succe s s amongs t 
children and adults 
alike.  Thanks to the 
initiative of some of 
the village girls there 
was a pony ride and 
all sorts of other 
activities for all ages.  
The f r ee bouncy 
cas t le remains a 

favourite and this 
year’s free climbing wall, donated by the Parish Council, was busy 
all day. 

Many thanks to all who  helped to made it a fantastic day!   

Should you want to get involved or have a stand contact Will 
Me ld rum (w i l lme ld rum@yahoo . com) o r Jon Bye r s 
(jon.byers@andersonrose.co.uk). 

Christmas Tree Recycling 30th December - 
13th January 2017
If you have a real Christmas tree, recycle it!
Mid Sussex has sites across the local area 
where you can take your tree for recycling.  
Sites are open between Friday 30th 
December and Friday 13th January 2017.  
The closest one in Ardingly is at the 
Ardingly Recreation Ground, just off of the 
High Street.  Trees will be composted 
locally.

http://www.ardingly.org
http://www.ardingly.org
http://www.ardingly.org
http://www.ardingly.org
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Pre-School Notes 
Pre-School News 

It has been a wonderful time for the 
children.  They have been visited by a 
friendly police constable from West Sussex 
police who welcomed being asked 

questions about his duties and the uniform and equipment which 
he uses; which they even got to try out!  Be careful there are still 
warrant cards out there which the children can use! 

It is amazing what can be made from empty boxes; the children 
made animal robots which was great fun! 

The children have also been kept very busy learning about 
colours, shapes and numbers by using constructive play; the 
pizza game and the chalk number snake drawn in the playground 
were huge hits.  They have also enjoyed learning about mixing 
colours together to make different colours and used them to 
create works of art for their spooky week during October. 

And it was time to make some noise!  The children have been 
looking at and playing with musical instruments; perhaps they are 
practising for their forthcoming Christmas production! 

The Pre-School always enjoy running a stall at the Christmas 
Fayre at the Hapstead Hall and this year will be no different.  It 
will be great fun and we would appreciate your support so please 
do come and visit us on Saturday 3rd December 

Contact Details: Lucie Aldridge, Chair of the PTA, on 07855 
104931 or lualdridge1@gmail.com; 

Lucy Emmerson, Supervisor, St Peter’s Pre-School on 07969 
890907 or info@st-peters-preschool-ardingly.org.
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ABIPDT 

Mid Sussex Dog Training School 
Dog Training/Puppy Classes 

www.midsussexdogtrainingschool.co.uk 
07791 661301 

Kennel Club Listed 
Member APDT 00563 

Mrs M Burr 
Member KCAI 

 

Join us to train 
your dog and have 
fun at the same 

time 

Fe l l ows Recogn i s ed For 
Outstanding Service To The 
Community 
At the recent Mid Sussex District Council 
Community Awards, Fellows Bakery 
received recognition for their “outstanding 

service to the community" for being the hub and meeting point 
for many in the village, for offering support to many local events 
and charities and for their commitment to continuously 
improving the shop to offer interesting and high quality baked 
goods and 
artisan local 
products. 

If you 
haven't been 
in a while, 
do drop in 

on Saturday 
3rd Dec.  

when they 
are having a 

taster day 
from 10am 

to 1pm. 

They will be 
selling their 
C h r i s t m a s 
mince pies, 
renowned around the village, and displaying plenty of new gift 
ideas ready for Christmas.  There are shelves of artisan produce 
to make up a beautiful festive hamper or offer the perfect little 
something for a hostess present.  And if you are celebrating 
Christmas on a smaller scale, they have made just the right size 
Christmas pudding or mini bags of goodies to enjoy.   

Be sure to plan ahead if you are entertaining to avoid 
disappointment.  They will be taking Christmas orders from now, 
and will be dropping off order forms through your door to make 
this easier.  

There will be a full collection of breads on Christmas Eve to 
ensure you will have all you need over the holidays.  David and 
Melanie (Do wish them congratulations on their recent 
engagement!) and all the team at Fellows would like to wish 
you, their loyal and new customers, a fabulous Christmas and a 
Healthy New Year, and thank everyone who visits for their 
custom.  They said, “lt’s a real pleasure to be part of the 
community and be able to help with requests, especially this 
busy time of year.  We hope you enjoy our Christmas window 
and know you will always be welcome to come in and discuss 
any ideas or events you might have.  Our wonderful team will be 
more than happy to help!”
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For the Senior 
Citizens of Ardingly 

With the Prep 
School Chamber 

Choir 

Transport at 10am 
from the Village 

Hall & Priceholme 

RSVP 893 000 or 
ofice@ardingly.com 

Admission Free & 
All Welcome!
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Dead As A Dodo? Quite The Contrary - As 
Summers Place Auctions Sold A Rare 
Complete Skeleton In Recent Live Auction

On Saturday 22nd November 
the f i r s t 95% comple te 
composite skeleton to come 
up for sale in nearly 100 years 
was sold for a mere £280,000 
at auction at Summers Place 
Auctions, the Sussex-based 
world- leader in Natural 
History auctions.  Only one 
Dodo skeleton exists that is 
made up from the bones of a 
single animal; the others (and 

there are only a dozen that are 
relatively complete) are composites 

made up from bones that belonged to several individuals. 

Errol Fuller, Summers Place Auctions' Natural History curator 
says: “The best examples of composite skeletons in museums 
around the world include those in London’s Natural History 
Museum, the Museum of Zoology in Cambridge, the Durban 
Natural Science Museum, the Leiden Naturalis Museum, the 
Paris Natural History Museum and the Smithsonian in 
Washington. This highlights the fact that  Dodo skeletons are 
extremely rare.  It his highly unlikely that another composite 
skeleton will ever come up for auction again.

Continued… 

Any newly discovered bones from the Mare aux Songes swamp, 
where the vast majority of Dodo bones were found in the 19th 
century, will not be for sale as the Mauritian Government has 
rightly banned all exports of Dodo bones.  The Dodo only lived 
on the island of Mauritius.  First seen by Dutch sailors in 
September of 1598, it became extinct just 70 years or so after its 
discovery.  Thus the species epitomises what can go wrong 
when humans interfere with an island ecosystem. 

Dodos were flightless birds with pigeons as their closest 
relatives. They were about 1m tall and it has been suggested that 
they would have weighed between 10 and 20 kg. Due to living 
in such isolation, dodos were probably fearless and their 
inability to fly resulted in them becoming easy prey for visiting 
sailors and animals like dogs, cats, 
pigs, and monkeys which were 
introduced to the island in the 
17th century.

But what makes the Dodo (Latin 
name Raphus cucullatus) so 
special? Only rivalled by the 
Tyrannosaurus as an icon of 
extinction, the Dodo has become a 
cultural and literary icon, including 
being famously featured in Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland. Author Lewis Carroll often visited 
the Ashmolean Museum with the young Alice Liddell to inspect 
the dried dodo head which then existed there and these visits 
served as part of the inspiration for his celebrated book.
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Success For Community Volunteer Litter 
Picking Project
The village had some extra hands to litter pick over the month of 
July when Burgess Hill Girls School volunteered to come and 
litter pick the village as part of their Community Day, which was 
an event created to celebrate their 110th Anniversary this 

summer. 

This event involved the whole 
o f t h e s e n i o r s c h o o l 
volunteering their time for one 
full day to different projects 
locally to make an impact on 
their community.  

O n a s u n n y m o r n i n g , 
Councillor Ken Monk met the 
girls and teachers on the 
Recreation Ground where they 
took charge of their litter 
pickers and spent four and a 

half hours walking round the village with a map provided by the 
Parish Council.  They collected black sacks of rubbish and the 
Council gave them a £20 donation for their hard work. 
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St. Peters Church Notes Conservation Area Appraisal for Ardingly 
A community project is underway to prepare an Appraisal of the 
Ardingly Conservation Area. This was proposed in the 
Neighbourhood Plan, adopted in 2015.  

The Appraisal will identify the special 
characteristics that contribute to the 
character of the Conservation Area, 
and how these qualities can be 
preserved and enhanced. 

The draft document will be the subject 
of consultation with residents and 
stakeholders next year.

Flint Physiotherapy
Rebecca is a local Physiotherapist with over 10 
years’ NHS and private healthcare experience.
Rebecca prefers to see clients in their own 
homes to fully assess function in their own 
environment.
Examples of the treatments offered:

• Treatment and management of joint pain
• Rehabilitation following knee/hip surgery
• Improving mobility and balance
• Promotion of independence following             

illness
• Mobility assessments in nursing /

residential homes
Please do not hesitate to contact Rebecca if
you have questions or would like to discuss
individual circumstances.

07572107064 / 01342 523449
rebecca@flintphysiotherapy.co.uk
www.flintphysiotherapy.co.uk
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Let It Snow, Let It Snow 
The Parish Council Emergency 
Planning Committee met in October 
to complete the plans for this 
forthcoming winter.  The Committee 
Contact details are below and the full 
Winter Plan can be viewed at 
www.ardingly.org 

Contact Details: 
Jonathan Aloof (Chair)
01444 892 793 / 07714 459260 
Rowena Chalk (VIce Chair) 
01444 892 206 / 07980 818406 
Pam Dennis: 01444 892 692 / 07754 794259 
Rob Lawson:  01444 892515 
Stuart Noel:  07903 311808 
Fiona Rocks: 01444 891 716 / 07989 324343 

Please Note Some Of The Important Information And Actions You 
Can Take Within Your Community Should We Have A Significant 
Snowfall Event In The Village.  

• Keep an eye out for any elderly or vulnerable neighbours’ 
during cold spells, make sure they are well, warm and have 
food supplies. 

• Please use the salt provided in salt bins for pavements and 
public roads.  It is not intended for private driveways. 

• Keep reasonable stocks of food in the house, to avoid 
unnecessary journeys. 

• If you move snow, try to move it to porous surfaces such as a 
grass verge or garden 

• For school closures contact West Sussex County Council 
www.westsussex.gov.uk or 01243 777100 

• In the event of a power failure contact 105 a free number 
from landlines or mobiles which will connect you to UK 
Power Networks.

• General Highways highways@westsussex.gov.co.uk or 01243 
642105 or follow them on twitter @WSHighways for the latest 
road news

Parish Council Out And About Town
The Parish Council were represented at the South of England Show 
this year and are pleased to report that they had over 180 visitors 
to the stand over the 3-day period.  The stand was manned by 
members of the Parish Council and visitors included local 
residents, District Councillors, other Parish Councils and many 

others interested to 
s e e w h a t t h e 
Parish Council was 
all about.   

The stand gave 
r e s i d e n t s t h e 
oppor tun i t y t o 
comment on the 
work of the Parish 
Council and talk 
t o Counc i l l o r s 
about any issues 
they had within 
the village. We 

hope that visitors to 
the exhibition were made aware of what the Parish Council does 
and the plans for the year ahead. 

In addition to the Council’s work within the village, many 
organisations were represented, including the WI, Cricket Club, 
Twinning Association, Tennis Club and Football Club to name just 
a few.  The idea behind the stand was to promote the village and 
it’s many organisations and to give people an understanding of 
what the Parish Council is responsible for and the areas it gets 
involved with.  We have received feedback from some 
organisations that they have seen interest generated by being 
involved in the stand, which is great news.   

We would like to thank the South of England Agricultural Society 
for providing the Council with a very generous discounted rate for 
the stand and it was great for the Council to support the show in 
return.  

We then took the stand to the Village Fete in September and were 
able to meet even more people and share all of the good work 
which goes on around the village.

Proposed Traffic Regulation Order On 
Lindfield Road 
40 MPH SPEED LIMIT ON B2028 LINDFIELD ROAD, ARDINGLY 

A s p a r t o f t h e 
‘Ardingly Traffic 
Calming Scheme’ 
W e s t S u s s e x 
County Council 
proposes to make 
a permanent Traffic 
Regulation Order 
(TRO) that will 
in t roduce a 40 
mph speed limit 
o n t h e B 2 0 2 8 

L i n d f i e l d R o a d , 
south of Ardingly, from the southern end of the current 30 mph 
speed limit through Ardingly (75 metres south of Ardings Close), 
south-eastwards for a distance of 680 metres.

Below is a link to the TRO Teams consultation web page, 
containing plans showing the new speed limit, the public notice, 
statement of reasons for proposing the Order, and the draft Order 
itself.  If you wish to make any comments or objections to the 
scheme, please note the deadline date is the 8 December 2016.

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/traffic-regulation-
orders/

Ever Thought About Organising An Event?  
Why Not Hold It Locally In Ardingly?  
Hapstead Hall, The Cricket Pavilion, The South Of England 
Showground and Ardingly College are all here in Ardingly and 
offer convenient and first class facilities for whatever type of 
event you might be organising.   

Ardingly College has recently set up a dedicated team, Ardingly 
Projects, who have been tasked with leading and coordinating 
opportunities at the College.  They have had great successes 
with seminars, training sessions, meetings, conferences, 
residential courses, sporting events and even celebratory 
occasions.  So whether it’s for a small birthday gathering or 
community event, they are keen to offer their lovely facilities, 
catering and support services to all to hire. 

To make this even more attractive to residents, they have 
offered, “As we are in the heart of Ardingly, the College would 
like to offer a 10% discount to all local residents on their venue 
hire booking.”  Ardingly College prides itself on many things, 
not least its friendly and flexible customer service.  They will 
work closely together 
with you to ensure your 
event goes smoothly no 
matter the scale. 
venuehire@ardingly.com
01444 893 030
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We also welcome Best Parties Ever to the Showground for the first 
time in December, who will be hosting a series of ‘Midnight in 
Monte Carlo’ themed Christmas parties for local companies and 
groups.  They are a very professional national event organizer 
with over 15 years of experience creating fantastic Christmas 
parties for over 250,000 people around the country.  We have 
worked very closely with representatives of the Parish Council to 
allay resident’s concerns and ensure that we do everything we can 
to keep any disturbance to a minimum.  

The growth and success of the SEAS Event Centre is crucial to 
sustain the South of England Agricultural Society, its shows and 
t h e m a n y 
char i t ab le 
a c t i v i t i e s 
and projects 
t h a t w e 
unde r t ake 
each year.  

Understandably, Ardingly residents may be concerned about our 
growth plans, so I will ensure that we share our growth plans with 
the Parish Council and work with them to minimize disruption to 
village residents. 

2017 is a special year, as it will be the 50th Anniversary of the 
Society and the South of England Show.  To help mark this special 
year, we are delighted and honoured that our President will be 
HRH The Duchess of Cornwall.  There will be a host of events and 
initiatives taking place throughout the year to celebrate 50 years 
since the Society moved to Ardingly from its previous home in 
Tunbridge Wells and Chairman, Charlie Burgoyne captured the 
sentiment recently when he said “The Society is a great institution 
supporting farming and country life in the region and 2017 will 
no doubt bring many opportunities to celebrate!  Events such as 
the South of England Show provide some of the best opportunities 
in the South to recognize the importance of those who work in 
the countryside and their management of our beautiful 
landscape.” 

We are proud to be so closely associated with Ardingly and look 
forward starting the next 50 years of showcasing and supporting 
agriculture, horticulture and our countryside and continuing to 
provide valuable funding, inspiration and opportunity for the next 
generation of farmers and people working in land based 
industries. 

On behalf of my team at the Showground and everyone involved 
with the South of England Agricultural Society, I hope you have 
enjoyed our events this year and thank you for your continued 
support.  We look forward to seeing many of you in 2017 and we 
wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year.  

For more information about events at the Showground and The 
Society please visit our website at www.seas.org.uk.

Central Heating & Plumbing

34 The High Street. Ardingly. RH17 6TD. mtholman@greenbee.net

!"#$01444 892499 07887924765

M.T. Holman

§

Notes From SEAS
Wrapping Up Another 
Successful Year

As I write my last Village 
Voice column of 2016, I am 
hoping that the wintry 
weather calms down before 
we host our Winter Fair on 
the 3rd & 4th December.  

After a hugely successful 
launch last year, we have 
been hard at work to make 

the 2016 event even bigger and better with more gifts, greetings, 
food and drink stalls 
wrapped up with a 
fantastic new food 
c o u r t , v i n t a g e 
carousel, street 
e n t e r t a i n e r s , 
dodgems.  Live 
m u s i c w i l l 
i n c l u d e ; A r i e l 
C h o i r f r o m 
Burgess Hill on 
S a t u r d a y a n d 
Ardingly College 
Choir on Sunday, 

and two live bands 
h e l p i n g t o b r i n g 

Christmas cheer to the end of a busy year at the Showground, so 
please do come and join us. 

Continued next column

https://www.facebook.com/SouthOfEnglandShowground 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/SofEShowground
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Station Taxis

01444
230 230

Burgess Hill

01444
410 410
Haywards Heath

Local Telephone Numbers ( 01444 )

EDUCATION 
Angels & Urchins Toddler Group 892 332 
Ardingly Activity Centre 892 549 
Ardingly College 893 000 
Ardingly College Music School 893 271 
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School 892 314 
St. Peter's Pre-School   07969 890907 

WORSHIP 
St. Peter's Anglican Church 892 332 

SHOPS 
Ardingly Antiques & Interiors                                         892 270 
Fellows Bakery 892 257 
Cosy Cafe 891 828
Gatwick Scuba 891 402 
Peking Chef Takeaway 892 333 
Post Office 892 201 
SF Tailoring                             07949 707283 
Studio 5 Hairdressers 892 602 

MEDICAL 
Lindfield Medical Centre 484 056 

SPORTS 
Ardingly Activity Centre 892 549 
Badminton Club 892 064 
Cricket Club 892 012 
Football Club 891 010 
Short Mat Bowls 892 558 
Swimming Club 892 113 
Tennis Club 892 064 
Tennis Courts for Hire 892 064

SOCIAL / HOBBIES 
Ardingly Country Market 892 147 
Ardingly History Society 483 363 
Ardingly Horticultural Society 892 007 
Ardingly Twinning Association 892 012 
Ardingly Village Club 892 457 
Ardingly Women’s Institute 892 717 
Ardingly British Legion 892 313 
Housebound Reader Service 891 235 
JK Theatre Arts                                                    07504 059640 
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall 810 295
South of England Agricultural Society  892 700 
Tanzen Dance Academy                                     01342 321982 
Wakehurst Place 894 066 

YOUTH GROUPS 
Ardingly Beavers 892 769 
Ardingly Cubs 892 769 
Ardingly Guides 892 717 
Ardingly Rainbows & Brownies 892 717 
Ardingly Scouts 892 769 
St. Peter's Church Children's Activities 892 346 
Ardingly Youth Club 891 716 

CHARITIES 
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association 892 431 
NSPCC 892 692 

PUBS 
Ardingly Inn 892 214 
Gardeners Arms 892 328 

HALLS for HIRE 
Hapstead Hall, Mrs Caroline Steer                       07565 098312 

 clerkhapsteadhall@gmail.com
Cricket Pavilion 226 209 
St. Peter’s Church Centre 416 707 

 carol@catmill.co.uk
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall 810 295 

POLICE - LOCAL PCSO Dial: 101  ext. 531005

Your Councillors 

Mick Brixey: (Chair) 
mickbrixey@btinternet.com or  
892 245 

Derek Stutchbury: (Vice Chair) 
dstutchbury@hotmail.co.uk or 
892 975 

Jonathan Aloof: 
jonathanaloof@tiscali.co.uk or  
892 793  

Rowena Chalk: 
rowenachalk@gmail.com or 892 206 

Pam Dennis: pamela@dennisfamily.co.uk or 892 692 

Rob Lawson: rob.bonny@btinternet.com or 892 515

Will Meldrum: willmeldrum@yahoo.com or 891 520 

Ken Monk: kenandbarbara55@yahoo.co.uk or 892 857 

Stuart Noel: stuartjcnoel@hotmail.com or 07903 311808 

Fiona Rocks: fmumme@aol.com or 891 716 

Brian Strutton: bwstrutton@gmail.com or 891 660

8

Profile on Councillor Jonathan Aloof
I joined the Parish Council January 2014 and 
am not only a member of the Planning 
Committee, but also Chair of the Emergency 
Planning Committee.  Some of you will have 
met me at the Ardingly Film Club serving 
beverages, and some of you may have met 
me in the Gardeners Arms….my local! 

I was born not too far away in Cuckfield and 
first fell in love with Ardingly in the year of 
the ‘Great Storm of 1987’ (not technically a 
hurricane according to good old Michael 
Fish!) when my wife Kina and I moved to the 

village.  You may recognise Kina’s name from 
the Mid Sussex Times as she kindly volunteers to co-ordinate 
Ardingly news articles for the paper.  Any news you would like 
included please email Kina at kinaaloof@gmx.co.uk. 

We have two fantastic daughters, Georgia and Maddie, who 
attended Ardingly Pre-school and St Peter’s Primary School.   As a 
teenager Georgia could be seen playing on Ardingly Ist XI mens’ 
cricket team!  Georgia is now a qualified Physiotherapist at 
Princess Royal Hospital and Maddie is on her last year of ‘A’ 
levels. 

When I’m not mucking out our horse, I enjoy walking our dog 
“Scooby” in the fantastic countryside we have on our doorstep.  I 
love to cook, sneak off sailing whenever I can, fly my numerous 
kites and watch Rugby with the boys.  I work for the Valuation 
Office Agency, part of HMRC.  I assist Oathall Community 
College with their Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme as 
Quartermaster/Trainer and enjoy camping as part of the Bronze 
and Silver awards.  I am a frustrated weatherman as I am always 
on the lookout for snow.  Fingers crossed, if our winter forecast is 
correct, then I hope to see you on the Ardingly ski slopes! (Have a 
look on YouTube; type Ardingly Ski School or Snow Train 
Ardingly).  Enjoy!
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