
ARDINGLY PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Clerk: Sarah Mamoany 

Tel: 01444 226 209 
Email: ardinglypc@hotmail.co.uk 

Office: Tuesdays 10am – 12 noon in Hapstead Hall, Ardingly 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
held on Thursday, 27 June 2013 at 7.30 pm 

in the Reading Room at Hapstead Hall, Ardingly  
 
 
Present: Mr W Meldrum (Chair) 

Mr M Brixey (MB) 
Mrs S Chapman (SC) 
Mr D Hadden (DH) 
Mr K Monk (KM) 
Mrs F Rocks (FR)  
Mr T Clement (TC)  
 
 

Mrs B McNulty (BMc) 
Mrs S Karle (SK) 
Mr D Walker (DW) 
Mr P Simpson (PS)  
Mrs. S Frohmader (SF) 
Mrs. C Knight (CK) 

In Attendance:  Mrs. S Mamoany (Clerk) 
   3 members of the public  
 

1.  To accept apologies for absence 
 

 Mrs. R Chalk, Mr. N Moorey 
 

 

2.  Declaration of Interests 
 
SC declared a prejudicial interest on housing sites. 
MB declared a prejudicial interest in items relating to South of England Agricultural Society 
SF declared a prejudicial interest in items relating to Butchers Field 
CK declared a prejudicial interest in items relating to Butchers Field 
PS declared a prejudicial interest in items relating to Butchers Field 
SK declared a prejudicial interest in items relating to Standgrove  
 

 

3.  To confirm and sign the minutes of meetings held on the 3rd April 2013 and 30th April 
2013.   
 
The minutes of the meetings held on the 3rd and 30th April 2013 were not available for 
approval.  The Chair stated that they would be made available at the next Neighbourhood 
Plan meeting.   
 

 

4.  Matters arising from previous minutes  
 
No matters were arising 
 

 

5.  To sign off Housing Study. 
 

The Housing Strategy had been circulated prior to the meeting for all Committee Members 
to read.  
 
The Chair expressed concern with regard to point 10 Monitoring (page 6) as he felt it was 
possibly leaving the village open to further development.  He stated it was important to 
retain the section on Rural Exception Sites as we would not want to turn one away should 

 

 

 

 



one become available.  It was agreed to amend this section and remove the first 
paragraph relating to monitoring and leave in the paragraph regarding Rural Exception 
Sites and rename the heading for this section. Neil Homer (consultant) would be asked to 
write a section on ‘Monitoring’ in the main plan.   
 
 
Point 4 Housing Needs Survey (page 3) it was agreed that under the ‘advice’ section the 
words ‘Best Practice’ should be added. 
 
Point 9 Local Connection was discussed with regard to the permanent allocation of 
affordable housing for local needs.  The document as drafted stated that 50% of affordable 
housing would be retained for local need in perpetuity although if no applicant was found 
to fit the criteria then availability would be cascaded to other villages.  Councillors 
discussed whether this should be amended to 100%.  It was AGREED by all those present 
at the meeting that the document should be amended to 100% and be reflected in the plan 
as this would be beneficial to the village.  Neil Homer would also be asked to write the 
definition of local connection within the plan.  
 
Point 3 Housing Stock.  The Mid Sussex figures were amended to 6,092 out of 57,409 
households (10.1%) 
 
The Housing Strategy Document was approved by all those present at the meeting and 
AGREED with these amendments.   
 

 

Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

6.  Sites 
 

6.1 The Ardingly Parish Housing Land Availability Assessment (PHLAA) was 
 amended slightly, approved by all those present at the meeting and AGREED.    
 
The Ardingly Neighbourhood Plan Preliminary Site Assessments were approved by all 
those present at the meeting and AGREED.  It was stated that a map would need to be 
produced to go with this document, which MSDC can provide.   
 
The individual sites assessments for Butchers Field, Land south of Middle Lodge and 
Standgrove Field were individually discussed and amended where required, approved 
by all those present at the meeting and AGREED.  
 
During the discussion regarding the individual sites assessments, comments were 
raised about the width and danger of the footpaths leading to Land south of Middle 
Lodge and Standgrove Field.  It was further discussed that this would apply to the 
footpath leading to the Butchers Field site as well.  Therefore a vote was taken and a 
majority of 7 AGREED that given the footpaths were dangerous for all sites, this 
information should not be added to any site appraisal.   
 
6.2  A letter had been received from the owners of Middle Lodge to confirm the site 
was available. 
 
An email had been received from Mr & Mrs Champain the owners of Bawrty to inform 
the Council that a small piece of land in the region of 75m x 75m was available for 
development.  This was discussed and it was AGREED that the Clerk should write to 
clarify the offer and determine if it would be possible for the owners to give this site to 
the village as a Rural Exception Site.  It was further AGREED that the Bawtry site 
should be included in the PHLAA.   
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7.  Policies 
 
The proposed Ardingly Neighbourhood Plan Policies document was circulated prior to the 
meeting.    It was stated by the Chair that the policies had been discussed by the Strategy 
group and fine tuned.  They needed to be agreed by the Committee so that they can be 
forwarded to Neil Homer in order that he could advise and adjust if required.  The 
document was read through and amendments were made where agreed.   
 
The meeting was closed whilst a member of the public spoke with regard to environmental 
objectives.  The Land East of the High Street was brought up as to its historic environment 
and setting and a request was made to include it in the plan as a Designated Local Green 
Space.  It was stated that as access was difficult, only a large scale development would be 
warranted in order to justify the new access and public opinion was strong that this is not 
what people wanted in the village.  
 
The meeting reconvened and the issue of Designated Local Green Spaces was discussed 
further.  It was stated that sites do have to meet specific criteria to qualify and they should 
be encouraged to protect areas that are of benefit to the village and have value to the 
community.  It was therefore AGREED that Neil Homer will be asked to advise the 
committee which sites in the village would qualify as a Green Space including the three 
proposed sites as well as Recreation Ground, Gower’s Pitt and Oaklands.  Once the 
Committee had the list it could then decide which sites would be designated from his 
recommendations.   
 
Neil Homer had raised several additional areas that he felt could be added to the Policy 
document, including Allotments, Medicine and Fibre-Optic communications.  He had also 
brought up the Community Right to Build, which could be used for the future 
redevelopment of the Pavilion.  It was agreed that Neil Homer would be asked to draft a 
policy with regard to the Pavilion.  The other items were added to the policies.   
 
The Scout Hut and School locations were discussed and it was suggested that it could be 
beneficial to add to the plan a section concerning supporting of any community 
organisation with regard to new venue/location.  FR agreed to draft this section.   
 
The Ardingly Neighbourhood Plan Policies document and amendments were approved by 
all those present at the meeting and AGREED and the amended approved document 
agreed to be forwarded to Neil Homer.  
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FR 

 

Clerk 

8.  Update on writing process, review of project plan and timetable. 

 

The Chair stated that appeals for the sites at Butchers Field and Standgrove are expected 
to held in October / November 2013 and therefore it was important that the Neighbourhood 
Plan was in place as it could assist in defending the development of both sites.  

 

The timescale agreed with Neil Homer would be to have the final draft plan ready for late 
July to enable the consultation period to take place in early August.  

 

Neil Homer has provided a plan showing timescales, however a more detailed plan has 
been requested for the Council to work with.  

 

 



9.  Community Engagement Statement and Publicity  
 
The Community Engagement Statement document was approved by all present at the 
meeting and AGREED.  
 
It was agreed that publicity for the Public Consultation of the Draft Plan would be in various 
forms to include the website, notice boards, open day at the hall with display boards 
showing information and maps, leaflets, Parish Magazine, banner in village and the Village 
Voice if the timescales work.  It was AGREED that the event is publicised as much as 
possible so that people have the opportunity to comment.   
 
The cost of publicity will be dependent on the consultant’s costs.  SC to speak to Claire 
Tester to see if any additional funding can be obtained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SC 

10.  Representations from:  
 

10.2   Bluebell Railway were received, approved by everyone present at the meeting and 
          AGREED. 
10.3   Wakehurst Place were received, approved by everyone present at the meeting and  
          AGREED. 
 

 

11.  Strategic Environmental Assessment and relationship with development plan 
 
SC and PS agreed to continue to work on testing the policy options against the objectives.  
 

 

SC/PS 

12.  Items for information or inclusion on future agenda 
 
Green Spaces 
Finalising Policies 
Reviewing Draft Plan 
Banners  
 

 

13.  Date for next meeting  
 

30th July at 7.30pm in the Reading Room, Hapstead Hall, Ardingly.  This date is subject to 
the draft plan being ready for review.   
 

 

14.  The meeting closed at 9.50pm   

 
 
 


